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MEDIA RELEASE – 5 APRIL 2022 
 

SETTING NSW UP FOR FAILURE AS THE DESIGN AND PLACE SEPP IS SHELVED 
 
The Australian Institute of Landscape Architects NSW chapter has expressed their deep disappointment 
with the Minister for Planning and Homes Anthony Roberts’ decision to abolish the Design and Place 
State Environmental Planning Policy. 
 
This follows last month’s decision to revoke the Ministerial Direction for the nine principles aimed at 
much needed improvements to the Design and Place SEPP. These principles sought to ensure that new 
development did not repeat the mistakes of the past surrounding the provision of vital climate 
responsive design and equitable and resilient amenity that contributes to the health and wellbeing of 
the NSW community. 
 
“AILA NSW has spent over a year of in-depth consultation with this SEPP. To see it shelved in this 
abrupt and ill-informed manner is a disappointment not only to our profession, but to the people of 
NSW”, said AILA NSW President Tanya Wood. “The costs saved by the development industry today will 
be carried into the future by the NSW community in the form of ongoing physical and mental health 
issues, inequality in access to open space and the growing burden of responding to the impacts of 
climate change”, Ms Wood also commented. 
 
AILA CEO, Ben Stockwin stated, “It is difficult to see how window dressing applied to the existing 
systems will increase liveability and contribute to net zero targets when we can see in real time the 
effects of climate change on our cities and towns. A business-as-usual approach is just pushing the can 
down the road for future governments and generations.” 

“Minister Roberts was given the opportunity to see this policy through, after two years of benchmark 
work by his own department. A policy which allowed for design with a connection to country, a policy 
which offered a counter to climate change and the creation of greener and more robust communities in 
this state. Yet the minister has backflipped. A bitter disappointment and a significant step backwards 
for NSW”, said Ms Wood.  
 
For some time now the built environment professions, the development industry, local government, 
and community have been calling out for the suite of disparate and often conflicting policies that have 
governed the planning of our public realm and urban fabric to be integrated and aligned for greater 
clarity and certainty. 
This is precisely what the SEPP has sought to do. It’s wholesale abandonment now leaves us with what 
everyone has agreed are outdated, and disconnected policies that ironically will actively undermine 
housing supply, affordability, liveability and lifecycle value over the long term. 
 
“At a time when the state needs to make research and evidence-based decisions in place making to 
mitigate disastrous natural events and deliver better health, environmental and economic outcomes, it 
is simply not good enough”, follows Ms Wood.   
 
“The seat at the table for the consultation with industry and stakeholder groups that led to the 
dismissal of the SEPP was disturbingly not extended to AILA, AIA nor PIA” says Ms Wood. “Countless 
expert professionals were involved in the policy development, now sidelined for what we hope is not a 
swathe of poor construction outcomes”, she follows. 
 
“Affordable housing provisions and resilient design go hand in hand”, Ms Wood said. -End- 

mailto:nsw@aila.org.au
http://www.aila.org.au/

